
For All  Americans ! 



Decades of dysfunctional federal bureaucracy is literally     

dismantling the environmental well being of Nevada and the 

West. 

 

Recent record-setting wildfires are not only destroying wildlife 

habitat, they kill off the animals themselves. It is estimated 

that between 2002-2011 nearly 41 million acres were burned 

in 11 western states killing approximately 122 million wild 

animals while spewing over 4 billion pounds of carcinogenic 

pollutants into the air.1 Why? Because for nearly 30 years  

various federal policies and procedure have been adopted 

that restrict wildland firefighters from doing their job        

effectively.  

Mismanagement under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and  

Burros Act of 1971 has led to a WH&B population that is more 

than double what the land can healthily support.2 According to 

the BLM, the Western range can support a WH&B population 

of nearly 27,000. In 2015, the WH&B population was             

approximately 58,000, up 18% from the previous year. In 2016, 

the number continued to soar reaching 67,000 (up another 

15%). In 2017 the BLM estimated a population of 83,000 

WH&Bs.3 At this 

rate WH&B herds 

will double every 4 

to 5 years where 

they will continue 

to destroy sensitive 

wildlife habitats, 

devour rangeland 

feed, and severely 

upset ecological balance.  

We believe that Nevadans can do better! We 
are confident that our local government,  
comprised of individuals who have a vested 
interest in the well being of our own          
environment, will adopt common sense     
policies that ensure ecological balance. 

Little by little federal agencies such as the Unites States Forest 

Service (USFS) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) are 

restricting your access to public land. Regardless of whether 

you intend on hunting, ATVing, or prospecting, depending on 

where you are, you may be in violation of the law and find 

yourself pleading your case before a Federal court judge. 

In 2012 the USFS implemented the Travel Management Plan 

in Northeastern Nevada designating thousands of miles of 

trails and roads as “unauthorized.” In conjunction, they      

implemented policies that stated motorists could not retrieve 

big game harvests more than a 1/2 mile from the road, nor 

could recreational campers set up more than a car length from 

the edge of an “authorized” road. 

Since 1982, nearly 3.4 million acres of Nevada has been turned 

into federally protected wilderness in addition to another half 

a  million in other protected areas.4 A total of four million 

acres where your   recreational access is restricted and any 

opportunity for  economic benefit is completely removed.  

Nearly every year there are new efforts proposed by federal 

agencies to remove public land from multiple use access.  In 

2015 the BLM proposed a mineral withdraw under a Land Use 

Plan Amendment that would  remove 2.7 million acres from 

mineral exploration due to sage grouse concerns.  Most     

recently the Department of  Defense has proposed the        

removal of approximately 850,000 acres of pubic land to    

extend bombing capabilities at the Fallon and Nellis  training 

ranges. You can’t help but wonder, which of our public lands 

will be on the chopping block for removal next? 
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We believe that Nevadans 
can do better! Our experts can 
manage the land in such a 
way that we ensure             
environmental and economic 
stability now and for       

years to come. 

The restriction of access coupled with 

failed federal management policies are 

severely hindering Nevada’s ability to 

compete on  a national and global scale. 

Since 1980 Nevada ranchers have        

witnessed a 50%  reduction of AUMs 

(grazing permits) while the sheep       

industry has struggled to stay afloat with 

a 95% reduction. 

Mine permitting in the U.S. takes, on 

average, 7-10 years compared to other 

developed countries who are putting 

mines into production within 3-4 years 

(Without compromising environmental 

standards). The National Mining Assoc. 

reports that nearly 50% of a project’s 

value can be lost due to permitting     

delays. As an investor, foreign mining 

operations offer a far more timely return 

on investment. Federal regulations are 

overshadowing the appeal of Nevada’s 

diverse and robust mineral portfolio.  

One of the greatest aspects of Nevada is 

the fact that so much of it resides in the 

public domain—and we want to keep it 

that way! 

Further, many people believe that     

federal land is immune to sale—

WRONG. In Southern Nevada alone 

there have been a total of 43 BLM land 

sales since 2000 removing nearly 19 

thousand acres from the public domain.5  

Of the $3.1 Billion in revenue, Nevadans 

received 5% for its general education 

fund and 10% for the Southern Nevada 

Water Authority. In other words, the 

federal government cashed in on $2.6 

Billion of Nevada public land. 

Many people believe that the primary 

goal of land transfer advocates is to get 

public land into the State domain so it 

can be sold to the highest bidder. This 

could not be further from the truth. 

Without our public land, we would  

simply not be able to sustain ourselves 

economically, nor revel in the world 

class recreational activities that we all 

enjoy in Nevada.  

Unfortunately, a small portion of        

federally transferred land would have to 

be sold in order to bolster Nevada’s land 

management division. Fortunately, a 

strategy has been developed to  ensure 

that the State of Nevada identify only 

those lands that have already been   

designated for disposal by the federal 

government and none which have been 

identified as  “Most Crucial” habitat by 

the Nevada Department of Wildlife.  

Did you know that no matter what you 

plan to do on 61 of the 70.2 million acres 

that make up Nevada, you will have to 

ask permission from an absentee       

landlord in Washington D.C.; many of 

whom have never been to Nevada nor 

understand the unique environment for 

which we live. 

Every year the federal government    

collects billions of dollars in revenue 

from activities (recreation, mining, sales, 

etc.) on Nevada public land while the 

State struggles to  maintain a budget 

that will sustain the needs our citizens.  

Without the ability to adequately fund 

State programs Nevadans are left at an 

enormous disadvantage.  

We believe that Nevadans 
can do better! As a Nevadan, 
you are best equipped to make        
decisions regarding your 
state. You should be the     
primary beneficiary of       

Nevada’s great resources. 

Nevada  consistently ranks at the 

bottom of the nation in education. This 

comes as no surprise considering that 

Nevada can only tax roughly 13% of its 

own land mass  compared to eastern 

states who control upwards of 99%. 
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H ow do we reverse the effects of federal mismanagement? 

The Nevada Lands Council is engaging stakeholders in an effort to draft a legislative bill that can 

be introduced into the  115th U.S. Congress. This bill will set up a framework by which the State of 

Nevada can take ownership and control of those federal lands residing along the State’s I-80      

corridor in an effort to mitigate problems associated with the checkerboard lands and prove once 

and for all that Nevada’s can manage their own land! 

• Will include the transfer of federal lands residing within the 40 mile corridor known as the Railroad Checkerboard, approxi-

mately 4.2 million acres, to the State of Nevada. 

• The State of Nevada will identify those lands that have already been designated for disposal by the federal government and use 

them to finance required management divisions of the State lands office. 

• No lands designated as “Most Crucial” habitat by NDOW will be eligible for disposal. 

• The State of Nevada will negotiate land dealings to ensure that the maximum amount of lands transferred remain in the public 

domain where all valid exiting rights will continue to be recognized. 

Nevada’s Defense of its Public Lands Act 

Federal Transfer Will Include: 

• BLM Administered Lands 

• U.S. Forest Service Land 

• BLM I-80 Checkerboard 

• Bureau of Reclamation Land (surplus) 

• Other Federal Land (surplus) 

Federal Transfer Will Exclude: 

• Wilderness Areas 

• National Parks and Monuments 

• National Recreation Areas 

• National Wildlife Refuges and     

Conservation Areas 

• Federally Recognized Indian         

Reservations 

• Areas of Critical Concern 

• Military Installations 

Final Transfer Net Revenue to be held in Trust for the 

following beneficiaries: 

• Projects aimed at  

• Conserving and improving public lands 

• Improving Access to public lands 

• Improving range conditions & wildlife habitat 

• General education, including new programs dedicated to the 

evaluation and improvement of public schools 

• Urban renewal and revitalization to promote rehabilitation of 

declining urban areas, including acquiring, restoring and       

conserving historic and culturally significant properties 
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A nd What Would It Look Like? 

Current Nevada Land Allocations 

Federal Land Depicted in Red 

Allocations Following Land Transfer 
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W hat has the Federal Government already taken from the Public? 

Since 1930 the federal government has removed 15,610,982 acres from Multiple Use access in Nevada. 

This means that historically, the Federal Government has withdrawn Nevada’s public land from       

multiple use at a rate of nearly 182,000 acres/year.6  Several attempts have been made in recent years 

to remove Nevada’s land from the public domain. In 2015 the BLM attempted to remove 2.7 million 

acres under the guise of sage grouse conservation while the DoD has identified 850,000 acres for the 

purpose of extending their testing and training ranges.  If history has taught us anything, once it’s gone 

it is extremely difficult to get it back. 
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C ommon Misconceptions…. 
 The State of Nevada does not have the resources that would be required to manage Nevada’s public land. 

Our proposed lands transfer bill addresses this concern by disposing only of that land that has already been designated for disposal by the feder-
al       government and designated portions of the I-80 corridor (railroad checkerboard); these funds would then be used to finance an  expansion 
of various     management divisions and programmatic areas within the State Lands Office. Examples include, but are not limit ed to, a Natural 
Resources Program, Real Estate Program, Land Information, Title, and Transfer Program, Public Records Program, Administrative  Appeals 
Program, Administrative Program, Wildland Firefighting, and an Information Systems and Resource Analysis Program. Furthermore , A study 
completed by the Nevada Land Management Task Force in 2014 estimated that, during the initial phases of a federal lands transfer, the Divi-
sion of State Lands would require a staffing level of 96 to 162 persons.7 In other words, should a transfer take place, the first order of   business 
will be to reinforce the State Lands Office in such a way that it will be able to effectively manage the anticipated increase  of Nevada public 
lands. 

 The State of Nevada cannot afford to manage Nevada’s public land. 

According to the Department of Interior’s Annual Revenue Reports from 2008-2012, the  Bureau of Land Management in Nevada operated at     
-$0.91 average net revenue per acre costing the U.S. taxpayer an average of $43.5 million annually over the course of five years. Studies      
conducted by the Nevada Land Management Task Force have concluded that Nevada stands to gain anywhere from $7.78 to $28.59 net revenue/
acre. Assuming the conservative, low observed net revenue and high observed expense/acre model is used, Nevada can expect a t otal revenue of 
$56 million with the adoption of the proposed land transfer.  This is more than double what Nevada received in Payments in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILT) for FY 2015.8  Should the average net  revenue/acre model be used, Nevada could possibly net over $205 million annually. 

 The State of Nevada will sell off the land! 

Out of necessity, the State of Nevada will have to proceed with the sale of land that is already designated for disposal by the federal govern-
ment in order to finance a stronger state management division. In all, this will consist of less than 3% of Nevada’s total land mass meaning that 
private/local government ownership may increase, at the greatest, to 16% compared to the current 13%. Once, Nevada State Land  Management 
Offices are fully established, all remaining public land will remain in the public domain where all valid existing rights including hunting, camp-
ing, hiking, ATVing,  prospecting, water, timber, mining, grazing, and other recreational activities will continue to be recognized. 

 This is just another land grab scheme! 

This generally refers to the idea that public land will be sold piecemeal to the highest bidder restricting the general public’s access to the nations 
forests and wilderness areas while allowing corporate speculators to destroy wildlife habitat and conservation areas for capi tol gain. There are 
many things wrong with this assumption. First, Public Means Public regardless of whether the state or federal governments owns / manages it.  
Second, the federal land transfer bill  specifically indicates that wilderness areas, national parks, national monuments, nat ional recreation areas, 
national wildlife refuges and conservation areas, federally recognized Indians reservations, areas of critical concern, and military installations are 
all exempt from the transfer. Third, the land that is       designated for transfer to the state (save the small portion used to finance the State Lands 
Department) will maintain all valid existing rights ensuring that the public will continue to have access for recreational and economic purposes. 
Fourth, consider who is more likely to sell off public land, the federal    government who is $19 trillion in debt, continually manages public land 
at a deficit, and has already sold off more than 20,000 acres of Nevada  public land in the last 15 years or the state of Nevada who stands to 
make millions annually from public land revenue. 
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Join Today!!  

Office Address: 
455 5th Street, Suite # 101 
Elko, Nevada 89801 

Phone: (775) 778-9709 
Fax:      (775)777-1327 

info@nevadalandscouncil.org 
www.NevadaLandsCouncil.org 


